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/ When Manhattan interior designer Jen-

nifer Flanders decides
1 at a chop-chop p
plan. Mid-winter last vear, the newly su Jenmfer
rartment that she shares with
G, Within six weeks of
umic color palette
and picked an array of vintage and antique furnishings. She
ormed the apartment into a haven where she
feel inspired to start her new life, Thar was February.
eemed inevitable. She and two friends—

tabletop designer Charlie Akwa and custom upholsterer

Johanna Santos—discussed showcasing their work together. The

three decided to consolidate their businesses under one roof in
1 Manhattan townhouse. The one-stop design destination,
Ensemble Designs, opened in December, While each woman
still owns her individual business, as a group they offer different
design aspects for home and entertaining—and happily col-
laborate when a project calls for ir,

It was this same kind of collaboration that provided Jen-
nifer with speedy solutions for her new apartment. Assisted b
sister Jordana Kosow (who also works for her), the determined

igner coaxed upholsterers and fabricators to complete work

1 her colorful furniture—including some Jennifer’s own
designs—and her window treatments just in time tor the
February move-in day.
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| : “I wanted to have a home for my daughters that was settled
- el - i and finished, not half~done, 5 Jennifer,
The warm and uvplifting colors she used throughout the
apartment were drawn from the living room and dining room
T rugs. An orange-and-burgundy flocked wallpaper she initally

selected for one of her clients has nd a perfect place in
Jennifer’s fover, where it provides a dramatic welcome home
each day. Because clients often resist bold colors and motifs, she
explains, she sometimes uses her own home as a laboratory to
test their livability. Another experiment is the placement of a

pair of vintage cabinets from the 1940s side by side in the entry.

) Intense color also saturates the living room, Two separate
The library/diming room’s bulll-in bookcases pick up a shade

1y ||:’.

ements—one in front of the fireplace, another

eplant from the rug and from the crystals of

against the back wall—are enveloped by red walls and are

chandelier. The deep color, alse used on a banousile and on
window

sofas. Simple

thie decorative host chairs, accents the p 15

Opposite top: LLXUTIDUS i panels of embroidered 1 with chunky tassel
1840 drk ebonized 3 ’ fringe along the edges.

Bottom: A vintage crystal chandelier glows in the hallway of R —— e ; Designed with multi-functionality in mind, the pumpkin-

the Flanders apartment colored dining room triples as a library (after-schoal home-

COLOR COORDINATED

Designer Jennifer Flanders was not shy about dousing her
apartment with strong and dramatic hues. She follows thess
guidelings when choosing colors far her design work.

« GO BEYOND TRIED AND TRUE. Instead of having go-to
colors, Jennifer prefers to tackle new color combinations for
each project. "Mot only does It kKeep the work inferesting, but
it allows me to give something unique to h-client,” she
says. She does, however, use one tnm color repeatediy—
Benjamin Moore's white dove, which; she axpiains, is neither

too: bright nor too creamy, just the: perfect white.
= [NTRODUCE COLOR SURPRISES. Trying & new wall color

15 the easiest way tochange the look of 2 room. Bul why

stop there? Jennifer advises painting the moldings white and
sugeests painting the inside of bookshelves a contrasting
colar. That offers opportunities for mone interest and drama.
= THINK BALANCE. Mix light with dark and large scale with
small scale tocreale a room of ease and comfort, Bold calors
and patterns shoulld be evenly distributed throughout a
space, not clumped logather in one area

L workspac and a place to dine,

e in the apartment is minimal, so bookshelves with inte-
y nirasting shade of eggplant were installed to
house books and dinnerware, and introduce an additional vibrant
r. [ the

if there was seating be

zht this room would feel more warm and invinng
id the formal dining chair

nifer, “so 1 pushed the inst the wall to m:

iage armchairs upholstered in

cozy, comfortable chairs

textured orange velvet are situated in front of the window,
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The ultra-feminine master bedroom glows in raspherry
tempered by a taupe glaze applied in a crosshatch pattern. Jen-
nifer used an antique bed as inspiration for the shaped headboard
tufted in hot pink wool. Instead of the expected stark white,
the bedroom trim was painted in taupe to add depth and more
warmth. Newly constructed armeoires faced with mirrors house
Jenmifer's clothes and accessories,

The bedroom for daughters Emima and Allie was the biggest
design challenge. They are used to having separate bedrooms,
but in this apartment they will be sharing a room, So Jennifer
waorked toward a happy compromise in tastes, “1 knew they
would have conflicting thoughts abour whart their room should
be.” Jennifer savs. “But in the end. they loved it. They are like
me. Offer them a bit of sparkle, and they'll take ic”

A silver damask motif on reddish pink walls updates a raditonal
pattern, and floral window panels complement the wallpaper’s
oversized pattern. To give each daughter a modicum of privacy,
miatching storage units with a shared bookease in between create
niches for beds upholstered in a metallic mirqueise fabric,

Although Jennifer and her daughters have lived in the apart-
ment not quite a year, it already feels like home. " This was not
just about making a pretty home,” says Jennifer, “but also about
creating an environment where we could be happy, thanks w
the support of all who helped me complete it so quickly” s
Far more information, see sources on page 132
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Right: In a corner of the master
bedroom, an armchair designed
by Jennifer draws attention with
its nailhead decoration.

Left: Sprinkled with shots of
turquoise, the girls" bedroom has
curvaceous twin headboards.
Below: Jennifer's headboard goes
girly, too, with tufting, trim, and
pleating details,

Above: Emma and Allie read and
refax in their shared bedroom.






